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Occaſioned by the DEATH of the 


Reverend, Pious, and Learned Mr. Benjamin Bennet. 


3 


Mat. xxiv. 36. 


But of that Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no not 
the Angels in Heaven (and Mark adds, (13. 32.) 
neither the Son) but the Father only. 


1 Am here upon a very ſolemn and mournful 
Occaſion, to improve the juſtly lamented Death 
of that truly great and good Man, your late ex- 
cellent Paſtor: Whoſe Remove is a ſenſible and 
grievous Loſs; not only to a private Family ; not 
only to a particular Congregation, but to all the 
neighbouring Churches ; yea, to the whole Church 
of God, and to the common Intereſts of Piety 
and Truth. This fad and ſurprizing Providence 
has, I am perſuaded, ſo ſhock*d and affected you 
all, that you are well prepar'd to receive the beſt 
Impreſſions, from what I have to offer to your 
preſent Meditation; which, conſidering how ſud- 
den and unexpected, as well as awful and ſevere 
a Stroke this is, I chuſe to ground upon theſe 
Words of our bleſſed Lord: But of that Day and 
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[2] 
Hour kneweth no Man, m not the Angels in Heaven 
neither the Son, but the Father only. 

Our Saviour, three Days before his Paſſion, 
coming out of the T emple with his Diſciples, up- 
on their admiring the ſtately Structure, foretold 
the utter Ruin and Deſolation of it. Whereupon, 
when they had aſcended the Mount of Olives, where 
they had the opportunity of a fuller Proſpect, and 
a further occaiion of conſidering the Fate there- 
of, predicted by our Lord, they became more in- 
quiſitive about the Matter; and therefore (as ' tis 
probable) imagining that the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem and the End of the World would be co- 
temporary Events, they put this Queſtion to him, 
When fhait theſe Things be, and voa, ſhall be the Sign 
of thy coming, aud of the end of the Werld? Ver. 3. 
Our Saviour, inſtead of deſcanting on this falſe 
Notion they had imbib'd, returns a direct Anſwer 
to their Queſtion 3 and ſpeaks of the Deſtruction 
of eruſalem, from the 4th Verſe to the 29th; 
acquainting them with the Signs and Fore-runners 
of this approaching Calamity 3 after which he 
{peaks of the End of the World, and his Appear- 
ance to the general Judgment, from the 29th 
Verſe to the 32th; and then he ſeems to make 
ſome Reflections on both theſe Events. The Text 
(as I ſuppoſe) is a Remark upon the latter of 'em; 
tor tho?, after the 31th Verſe, our Saviour inter- 
iperſes many Things, concerning the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem and the End of che World, ſo that 
tis difficult to diſtingutſh what relates to the one 
and the other; yet it is certain, that he refers to 
the Deſtruction of JFeruſalem, when he ſays in the 
34th Verſe, Th:s Generation ſhall not paſs away till all 
theſe Things be ſulſilled. That is, ſome that are now 
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living ſhall ſee Jeruſalem laid waſte; and then it 
follows in the 36th Verſe, But of that Day and 
Hour knoweth wo Man; that is, 'That other Day J 
have been diſcourſing of, when the World ſhalt . 
come to its Period; as may be collected from the 
Diſtinction between mom in the 34th Verſe, and 
2cyng in the 36th. Taking it for granted there- 
fore, that my Text is to be underſtood of the laſt 
Great Day, I ſhall in the handling of it, 


Firſt, Take fome notice of the Deſctiption which 
our bleſſed Lord gives us of this Day, in the prece- 
ding Verſes. 


Secondly, I ſhall enlarge a little upon what we 
are here told, viz. That it is conceald from the 
Knowledge of every Creature when it ſhall come. 


Thirdly, J ſhall conſider the Matter, with a par- 
ticular View to the Day and Hour of Death; to 
which the Text may juſtly be apply'd. Where I 
ſhall ſhew why 1t is thus order'd, that we know not 
this Day and Hour. And then, 


Fourthly, Make ſome ſuitable Improvement. 


I. I ſhall take a brief View of the Deſcription, 
which our Saviour gives us of this Day. Then, he 
tells us, e Sun ſhall be darkned, aud the Moon ſhall 
not give ber Light, the Stars fhall fall from Heaven, 
and the Powers of the Heaven be ſhaken, Ver. 29. 
Whether theſe Words, in a metaphorical Senſe, 
have any relation to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalens, 
I ſhall not ſay; but it is certain they ſhall be li- 
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terally fulfill'd, when this other Day comes, which 
our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks of in the Text. For 
then the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
2 Pet. 3. 10. Rev. 20. 11. And the Elements melt 
with fervent Heat. And then ſhall appear the Sign of 
the Son of Man in Heaven, ver. the goth. Which 
many think is the ſame with the Son of Mans coming 
in the Clouds of liebe n; for the Fews look?d upon 
a Cloud as a facred Sign and Character of the 
Maſſiab's Appearance. He will appear with Power ; 
that is, in the Quality of a Judge, cloathed with 
ſupreme Authority (ver. 30.) and great Glory, that 
Majeſty and Glory, which is Eſſential to him as 
God, and that Glory which he is crown'd with, 
as Mediator and Redeemer. He will end forth his 
Angels with a great Sound of a Trumpet, ver. 31. 
by this ſignal, proclaiming his coming to judge 
the World: And they ſhall gather his Elect from the 
four Winds, from one End of Heaven unto the other. 
The ſcatter*d Duſt of the Saints ſhall be recollected 
and re-organiz*d into glorious Bodies; which bein 

done, they ſhall, by the Miniſtry of Angels, be 
gathered from the ſeveral Parts of the World be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. Then ſhall the 
Righteous lift up their Heads with Joy; indeed 
all the Nations of the Earth ſhall be aſſembled 
before him; when the Tribes of the Earth ſhall 
mourn, (Rev, 1.7.) or wail becauſe of him ; they 
ſhall be ſtruck with Horror and Confuſion at his 
Approach. This 1s the Day our Saviour ſpeaks of, 
when, They that are dead in their Graves ſhall hear 
the Voice of the Con of God, and come forth, ſhall 
ſtand before his Tribunal, and undergo their Trial ; 
when the Temper of Men's Hearts, and the Qua- 
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lity of their Actions ſhall be diſcus'd, and every 
Man rewarded according to his Works. But, 


II. When this Day and Hour will come is con- 
ceaPd from the Knowledge of every Creature. No 
Man knows it, mo not the Angels in Heaven, but 
the Father only. 


1. No Man. Our Saviour has elſewhere told us, 
That at ſuch a Day and Hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh: We know not in what Hour the 
Maſter of the Houſe cometh, whether in the Evening, 
at Midnight, at Cock crowing, or in the Morning, 
Mark 13. 35. 


It will be a ſudden and unexpected Event, and 
therefore is compar*d to he coming of a Thief in the 
Night, 2 Pet. 3. 10. And becauſe it will be a very 
ſurprizing Day when he appears, we find it com- 
par d to the Days of Noah, when they were Eating, 
and Drinking, and Marrying, and giving in Mar- 
Triage, till the Flood came and ſwept them all away. 
So ſhall the coming of the Son of Man be, ver. 37, 38. 
And Luke 21. 35. It ball come as a Snare upon all 
them that dwell upon the Face of the Earth. *Tis 
further ſaid, | | 7 


IT. Nor the Angels. Tho? they muſt miniſter 
in the Solemnities of this great Day; tho* they fo 
far exceed us in their Capacities and Manner of 
knowing, in the Compaſs and Extent of their 


Knowledge: Though they are in Heaven ſtanding 


before the Throne of God, and have opportuni- 
ties of knowing many Things that are conceal'd 
from us, yet they know not when this important 
Day will come. Their Underſtandings are * 
Ah | .. 
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and finite as well as ours; they can know no more 
than God has thought fit ro communicate unto 
them: And when this Day and Hour will be, is one 
of the Things which God has been pleas'd to keep 
ſecret from them. I muit alſo remark what another 


Evangeliſt adds. 


III. Neither the Son himſelf. For ſo St. Mart 
aſſures us, chap. 13. ver, 32. Chriſt in his ſuperior 
Nature cannot be ignorant of any Thing. He knows 
the Hearts of Men. Jobn 2. 23, 24, 25. Many be- 
lieved in his Name when they ſaw the Miracles which be 
ard ;, nevertheleſs Jeſus committed not himſcif unto them, 
becauſe he knew all Men, and needed not 2 any ſhould 
teſtify of Man, for be knew what was in Man, His Om- 
niſcience is alſo atteſted, John 16. 30. Now we are 


0 ure that thou knyweſt all Things, and needeſt not that 


any Man ſhould ast thee , by this we believe that thou 
cameſt forth from God. And John 21. 17. " Card thou 
Ruotoeſt all Things, thou kunoweft that ] love thee. So 
that an infinite unlimited Underſtanding belongs 
ro Chriſt, according ta the plata Senſe of theſe Ex- 
prefſions. But then as he had a 

Dr. Calamy. double Nature, ſo he had a double 
Underſtanding, the one divine, th: 

other human; the one infinite, the other finite; the 
one omniſcient, the other capable of Ignorance. For 
tho? the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bodily in him, 
it communicated itſelf to his human Soul, according 
£0 his Pleaſure. It is ſaid be grew in Mi ahm: « Which 
(as one expreſſeth it) * could not have been, if his 
human Nature had known all Things, 

Tillotſon. ** by Virtue of its Union with the Divi- 


& nity; and therefore when the Know- 
„ Jedge of all Things is aſcrib'd to him, it muſt be 


, underſtood of his divine Underſtanding ; when 
ms 
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'C « the Knowledge of ſome Things is deny*d of 
0 him, it muſt be underſtood of his human Nature.” 
IE In which lower Nature he ſpeaks of himlelt, under 
i” the Character of the Son of Man, Ver. 37. of this 
- Chapter; and in that parallel Place, Mari 13. 26. 


And we may juſtly ſuppoſe he ſpeaks of himſelf un- 
der this Character, when he ſays, the Son knows not 


* the Day, but the Father only, or God; without in- 
"r tending to exclude himſelf in regard of his divine 
VS Nature, whereto the Scripture attributes an unlimited 
e- Knowledge; or the Spirit, concerning whom it is ſaid, 
be 7 Cor. 2. 10. 11. That he ſearches the deep Things of God, 
1, and knows them as the Spirit of a Man knows the Things 
2 of a Man. Theſe Words therefore, be Father only, 
n- muſt be underſtood as oppos'd to every Creature. 

re 

af ut yet, tho? we know not when this Day or Hour 
2 will come, we know that many great Things are to 
tt be tranſacted before it comes. Judaiſin and Gentiliſin 
50 muſt be vanquiſhed and ſubdued ; the Pagan Idola- 
YS ters will ſtoop to the Scepter of Chriſt, and own him 
X= For their only Saviour; the Jets will ſubmit unto 
a his Yoke, acknowledge him the true Meſſiah, and 
le embrace the Laws of Chriſtianity ; the Kings and 
n Princes of the Earth will conſpire againſt Antichriſt, 
16 and root him of the Face of the Earth: Chriſt will 
or come with his Fan in his Hand, and thoroughly purge the 
n, Floor of his Church from Error, Idolatry, Superſti- 
12; tion and Immorality; but yet the Apoſtie tells us, 
oh 2 Theſſalonians 2. 3. That Day ſhall not come till there 
Us be a falling away firſt, Kev. 20.7, And then Satan, 
87 who has hitherto been chain'd, ſhall be let looſe 
"i again, the World ſhall be corrupted, the Servants 
SA of Chriſt perſecuted : In which Diſorder and Confu— 
be ſion the general Judgment ſhall ſurprize Men as a 
en Thief in the Night, But I proceed: 
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III. To conſider the Matter with a particular 
View to the Day and Hour of every Man's Death, 
and the eſpecial Judgment that follows; to which, 
what my Text ſays of the Day and Hour of the 
general Judgment, may be apply d. The Propriety 
and Reaſonableneſs of ſuch an Accommodation of 
theſe Words, will appear from two Reflections. 


1. At that Day every Perſon will be fix*d in an 
unchangeable State of Happineſs or Miſery, This 
our Saviour repreſents to us in the Parable of Dives 
and Lazarus, Luke 16. 22, 23. And it came to paſs 
that the Beggar dy'd, and was carryd by Angels into 
Abraham's Boſom; the Rich Man alſo dyd and was 
buried, and in Hell he liſt up his Eyes bein; in Torment. 
Tho? this be a Parable, and every Thing in a Pa- 
rable is not argumentative, yet the Scope of it is ſo; 
and it is plain the Deſign of this is to ſhew, what be- 
comes of the Souls of Men, good and bad, imme- 
diately after Death. The one are immediately re- 
ceived up into Heaven; the other conſign'd over 
unto a Place and State of irreverſible Miſery. So 
that in this reſpect, the Day and Hour of Death, as 
to particular Perſons, is the ſame as if it was the Da 
of Chriſt's Appearance to the final Judgment at the 
End of the World. And then, 


2. Of this Day and Hour knoweth no Man, for 
God dealeth out our Time as he pleaſes; the Mea- 
ſure of our Days and the Bounds of Life depend en- 
tirely upon him ; we are wholly at his Diſpoſal, our 
Breath is in his Hands, and he can ſtop it whenever 
he ſees fit. And if we attend only to the Courſe of 
ſecond Cauſes, Man's Life hangs upon a weak and 
brittle Thread, always liable to be ſnapt aſunder, by 
lurking Diſeaſes within, and a Multitude of Acci- 

dents 
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dents that ſurround us. So that the Obſervation of 
the wiſe Preacher is daily verified, Man knoweth not 
his Time ; as the Fiſhes are taken in an evil Net, and 
the Birds caught in a Snare, jo are the Sons of Men 
ſnar'd in an evil Time, when it cometh ſuddenly upon 
them, Eccleſ. ix. 12. How true, how evident it is, 
that the Day of Death is conceal'd from us: Men 
do not know how long they ſhall live, or when they 
ſhall die. They know indeed that they muſt die, 
but the Day and Hour, when, they know not. At 
ſuch an uncertainty has it pleas'd Gad to leave us 
with Reſpe&t to the Time of our Lord's _— 
at Death, as well as at the Day of Judgment. An 


that for wiſe Ends and Reaſons, ſome of which I 


think it very proper to mention here, to Account 
for this Diſpenſation, and let you ſee why God has 
ordered it ſo, that of this Day and Hour knoweth 
no Man. Let it be obſerv'd then, 


1. That hereby he aſſerts his own Royalty and 
Prerogative. I may apply to this Purpoſe that of 
Chriſt ro his Apoſtles, Acts i. 7. It is not for you to 
know the Times or the Seaſons, which the Father has re- 


ſerved in his own Power. To declare the 


Things which are to come, God chal- = go” 36. 
lenges as his own Peculiar. It's an Act „ . 
of Sovereignty in him to reveal, or re- 

ſerve and lock up from us the Knowledge of future 
Events, as he pleaſes. And this diſplays the Maje- 
ſy and Dignity of his Government, that there are 
ſome Things therein, that the Angels themſelves 
know not, nor even the human Soul of our Saviour, 


but the Father only. 


2. It's moſt congruous to this preſent State, as it 
is a State of Probation and Trial, wherein we are un- 
C der 
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der Laws preſcribing what Duty and Service God ex- 
pects from as; and as the whole of our Life, (as 
ſoon as we come to the Uſe of Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding) ſhould be devoted to, and employ'd in the 
Work which God has given us to do; and as he will 
call us to an Account, and Reward or puniſh us ac- 
cording to what we have done in the Body, God has 
wiſely conceal'd from us the Time when this proba- 
tionary State will conclude, that we may have no 
Temptation to ſquander away any of our Time un- 


profitably, or loiter and trifle in any Branch of our 


Work. Our being left to an' uncertainty in this 
Cale is a ſtanding Motive to holy Diligence in every 
Part of our Duty, to be always intent in preparing 
and making ready tor the ſolemn Judgment, which 
will ſhut up the State of Trial. 


3. Great Inconveniences would attend the Know- 
ledge of this Day and Hour; for if Men did know 
that this Day and Hour was certainly near, this 
would overwhelm many with ſuch a Concern and 
Dread, as would put an Arreſt upon all their Af- 


tairs, as to this preſent Life. If thoſe, whoſe Lives 


are a publick Bleſſing to the World, did know that 
their Time of Leaving it was at Hand, they would 


quit their Poſts, retire into Solitude, and ſpend the 


Remainder of their Days in Devotion, to the, ne- 
glect of their Duties they owe their Country, their 


Families and Poſterity. And thus many ill Effects 


would follow, many neceſſary, noble, and generous 
Deligns would be dropt, many important Services, 
many uſetul Improvements ſtopt and interrupted, 
which wou'd be an unſupportable Miſchief to hu- 
man Society: Whereas not knowing but they may 
live ſome Time longer, they are incouraged to go 
torwards in their reſpective Places and Stations, at- 
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tending their Duty, and being ſerviccable to thr 
World. Beſides, That Religion, which is the Et- 
fect of ſuch violent Impreſſions, wou'd look more 
like Neceſſity and Force, then Choice and Inclinati- 
on; an Effect of ſervile Fear than of an ingenious 
and dutiful Diſpoſition, and ſo wou'd be no certain 
Argument of true Piety ; at leaſt Religion wou'd 
not appear ſo freely choſen, and have that Excellency 
in it, if Perfons acted always under the Terror and 
Apprehenſion of an immediate Death. 


And on the other Hand, if Men did know that 
this Day and Hour was afar oil, that the Period of 
their Lives was very remote, this wou'd be a dan- 
gerous Snare, and have an unhappy Influence on 
moſt Men. How hard a Matter is it to perſwade 
them to be ſerious, tho? they know not that there is a 
Day or Hour between them and Eternity ? What 
wou'd they be then were they aſſur'd of continuing; 
a long while in the World? What's the Reaſon that 
Perſons procraſtinate the Work of Religion, why 
Security and Forgetfulneſs of another World pre- 
vails ſo much among the Children of Men, but be- 
cauſe they put this Day and Hour far from them? 
And therefore, it Perſons did know that this Day 
was certainly far off, the Snare would hold them the: 
faſter, the Temptation wou'd be ſtronger, and lull 
them aſleep more ſecurely. The great Arguments 
of Religion, taken from the World to come, wou'd 
have leſs Power and Influence upon the Minds of 
Men. But ſince they know not when this Day and 
Hour will be, it's a conſtant Argument why we 
ſhould be always waiting, and always ready, Sh 
that *tis certainly a wife Method of Providence to 
keep us Ignorant as to this Particular. Which 
brings me to the chicfeſt Thing of all, and that is, 
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IV. To ſhew what Uſe we ſhou'd make of this 
ſolemn Conſideration. And here I cannot do better 
than recommend to you the Improvement which our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf makes of this Doctrine. 
Watch therefore, Ver. 42. Be ye ready, Ver. 44. 
And Mark xiii. 33. Take ye heed, Watch and Pray. 
Which Admonitions Imply theſe two Things, | 


1. That we ſhould live in a continual Expectation 
of this Day and Hour, maintaining upon our Minds 
a conſtant Senſe of our Mortality, looking upon our 
Lives as abſolutely uncertain, and always liable to 
the Stroke of Death; waiting till our Change comes, 
expecting daily when Death will give us a Summons 


to appear before the Bar of the ſupream Judge, not 


promiſing our ſelves ſo much as the Reſpite of one 
Day, becauſe we can't be ſure of it. | 


2. Our Saviour's Exhortations imply a continual 


Application to the Means and Methods of Prepara- 


tion for this Day, and Hour. Which are ſuch as 
theſe, | | 


1. We muſt take heed to be renew'd and ſancti- 
fy'd. If Death finds us out of this State, it will 
leave us ſeal'd up under eternal Condemnation, 
And this Life is the only Time allowed us to get 
aur Natures chang'd, thoſe holy Dif- 
poſitions form'd in us, which are ab- 


2 iii 5. 
ſolutely neceſſary to make us meet for 


om. xxi. 27. 


Heaven. Shau'd Death overtake us before this be 


done, it will tranſmit us into an Eſtate of eternal Mi- 
ſery. Therefore, examine and paſs an impartial 
Jo upon the Condition of your Souls, be- 
ore the Judge comes to do it. Enquire whoſe Image 
and Superſcription you bear; whether the proveling 
ent 
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E 
Bent and Biaſs of your Natures be alter'd, and have 
an habitual Direction to God and Religion. 


This is the Prime and fundamental Part of a 
Chriſtian's Readineſs ; if this be wanting the Judge 
will condemn you as Selt-deftroying Sinners, who 
might have been renew'd and heaPd, but would not; 
as having neglected the Preſcriptions of the Goſpel, 
reſiſted the compaſſionate Attempts of the Spirit, to 
recover you from a State af Sin, and wou'd not 
mind the Things which belong to yqur Peace, 
Again, | 


2. Becauſe we are but ſanctify'd in Part, we 
ſhou'd be watchful againſt Sin for the future. There 
are Sins of Weakneſs and Infirmity, which as long 
as we mourn over them, and endeavour to outgrow 
them, are canſiſtent with the Favour of God, a re- 
gular Peace of Cenſcience, and a well grounded 
Rape of Happineſs after Death: Or elſe who cou'd 
be ſav'd? But preſumptuous Sins, which are delibe- 
rate and choſen, committed againſt the Dictates of 
Judgment and Conſcience, as theſe are direct Inſults 
upon God's Authority, ſo while a Perſon continues 
impenitent under the Guilt thereof, the Aſpect of 
Death muſt needs be fearful. And tho' they be re- 
tracted by a ſincere Repentance, yet as they are ſele 
dom expung'd out of the Records of Conſcience, 
they occaſion many bitter Reflections, and ſome 
times are as walking Ghoſts to Men in their dying 
Hours, rag a great many Fears and Jcalouſies, 
which make Death, tho? ſafe, very uncomfortable. 
Watchfulneſs is neceflary that we be not thus over- 
taken; for we are daily compaſs'd with Snares and 
Temptations, and have corrupt Natures within us, 
which make them more dangerous and fatal ; the Ob- 
jects about us, our Company, Society, Callings, 
| | | þ 
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and Circumſtances, may prove unhappy Occaſions 


of Sin unto us; and therefore, there is need of a 
continual Guard upon our ſelves. Further, 


We muſt watch that the World do not inſinuate 
too much into our Hearts and Affections. The beſt 
of Men, whilſt under eaſie and proſperous Circum- 
ſtances, while they have every Thing according to 
their Deſire, are apt to grow too fond of this World, 
to cling too cloſe to it, and to ſay in their Hearts it 
is good to be here ; tho' they are de 12 8 to 2 to 
Heaven at the laſt, they are not haity as to the 
Time, are ſtill for a further Reſpite, © \ ſpared 
a little longer before uney go hence, abs are ſeen 
no more: Whilſt it is thus with Perſons, they are un- 
ready for Death, will be unwilling and afraid to dic, 
The Thoughts of it will never fir caſic UPON us till 
we be in ſome Meaſure crucify'd to the World, 
dead to the Pleaſures and Entertainments the reof, 
and therefore we ſhould be daily endeavouring to 
compoſe our Minds to a greater Inditterency to 
them. Hence the Apoſtles Lxhortation, 1 Cor. vii. 
29. Let them that have Wives be as th? they had none, 
they that weep as the* they wept not, they that rejoice 
as if they rejoiced not; they that uſe this World, as no; 
abuſing it, becauſe the Faſbion of this World paſſeth a- 
way. It's but a ſhort Scene which will be quickly 
ſhifted, and ſucceeded with an eternal State of Things, 

and therefore ſays the fame Apoſtle elſewhere, Phil. 
Iv. 5. Let your Moderation be known unte all Men, 
the Lord is at Hand. Where by Moderation, we 
may underſtand Sapriety in the Uſe and Enjoyment 
of the Things or this World. The Conſideration or 
our Maſter's Approach, and the Time of our Ac 
count drawing nigh, ſhou'd make us moderate in 
our Inclinattons. and Regards unto, in aur Cares 

an 


our Talents wiſely and faithfu 
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and Concorns about this World. Shou'd we en- 
gage our Allections too eagerly upon it, this will 
put a Sting and Bitterneſs into Death, when it comes 
to ſeparate us from it, and cauſe a Reluctanty ii 
our Hearts at the Thoughts of it. Or by this Mo- 
deration which the Apoſtle recommends, we may 
underſtand Sobriety, in Oppoſition to Intemperance 
and Senſuality, which is a neceſſary Branch of our 
Readineis for this Day and Hour. What a dreadful 
Surprize was it to the old World, when the Flood 
came and {wept them all away, while they were 
drenching themſelves in Luxury and Voluptuouſneſs ? 
Our Saviour in the 48 ver. of this Chapter intimates, 
that this will be the Caſe of many at his Appearance, 
who will fay in their Hearts, The Lord delayeth his 
coming; and will embolden themſelves to eat and, 
drink with the Drunken. But obſerve, what he 
ſays concerning ſuch, in the 5o ver. The Lord of that 
Servant will come in a Day which he thinks not of, ana 
in an Hour of which he is not aware, and will cut him 
aſunder, and appoint him his Portion with Hypocrites, 
where there ſhall be nothing but weeping, and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, Surely then when there is ſuch 
an awful Day before us, and the Time of its com- 


ing ſo uncertain; and ſince Voluptuouſneſs and Fleſh 


Pleaſing are ſuch a dreadful Poſture for Chriſt to 
find us in, this ſhould effectually reſtrain us from all 
criminal Indulgences to the Fleſh. And then, 


4. We mult watch, and take heed to improve all 


: Our Saviour, 
Matth. xxv. repreſents all thoſe Powers, Abilities, 


and Capacities, which God has endow'd us, with, as 


lo many particular Truſts committed to us of which 
we mult give an Account. 


them well, to the great Purpoſes of God's Honour, 
| the 


To thoſe, that employ" 
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the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of others; 
He will ſay, Well done good and faithful Servants, en- 
ter into your Maſter*s Joy. But on the other Hand, 
if Perſons have been entruſted with Wealth and Ri- 
ches, and have not been faithful Stewards in the Di- 
ſtribution thereof, for the refreſhing the Bowels of 
the Poor, eſpecially his poor Servants and Mem- 
bers; if Perſons have had ſpiritual Gifts and Abili- 
ties, and have not employed them ſome Way or o- 
ther in the Service of God, for the Edification of 
others ; if Time, their precious Talent has been 
waſted, and ſquandred away in Idleneſs and Vanity; 
if that Time which 1s appropriated to the Worſhip 
and Service of God, be proſtituted to common and 

rophane Uſes; if the Goſpel, the Ordinances and 

ſtitutions thereof, be not improv'd for the Further- 
ance of our Salvation ; if we have not made a good 
Uſe of Opportunities of receiving Good our ſelves, 
and doing Good to others, we ſhall be found in the 
Number of unprofitable Servants, that have not im- 
prov'd their Lord's Talents: And you fee the Doom 
that will be pronounced upon ſuch, Math. xxv. 27. 
Bind him Hand and Foot, and caſt him into utter Dark- 
neſs, In the next Place, 


5. Diligently attend upon, and converſe much with 


God in all religious Duties : This is another Means 


highly conducive to our Readineſs for this Day and 
Hour; it is a Means of conquering our Averſion to 
Death, and of making us willing to die. For when a 
Chriſtian's Thoughts, and Affections are herein 
cloſely exercis'd upon God, and he's rais'd to any 
lively Acts of Faith and Love, his Spirit inflam'd 
with holy Fervency; he has thoſe ſecret reviving 
Teſtimonies of the Approbation of Heaven, thoſe 
inward Senſations of the Love of God, which are 


fo 
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ſo full of Refreſhment and Comfort, as to cauſe 
this World to vaniſh out of Sight; or however, 


every Thing in it to appear comparatively mean 


and inconſiderable, and give him ſuch delightful, 
raviſhing Ideas of Communion with God in Hea- 
ven, as to make him willing, nay deſirous to be 
abſent from the Body, that he may be preſent with 
the Lord. 


The maintaining of frequent Intercourſe with 
God in divine Exerciſes, is alſo a Means of im- 
proving in Holineſs, and conſequently of fitting 


us to appear before him in the other World. This 


is the End of all religious Duties, particularly of 
hearing, and reading the Word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. As 
new born Babes, deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word that 
ye may grow thereby, And 1 Tim. iv. 6, We are nou- 
Tiſht up by the Words of Faith and found Doctrine. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is a ſpiritual 
and reſtorative Repaſt, to repair our Decays, to re- 


vive, and re- invigorate holy and heavenly Diſpoſiti- 
ons in us. And the End of the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
the Apoſtle tells us, Eph. iv. 12. is the Edifying the 
Body of Chriſt, and perfeſting the Saints, The ſame is 
true of all the Duties of Religion, they are Means 
which if rightly us? d, will thro* the Bleſſing of 
God, conduce to our Growth and Progreſs in every 
Chriſtian Grace and Virtue, and conſequently make 


us more ready for Death, and more meet for Hea- 


ven, For Holineſs is not only neceſſary to make us 
capable of entring into Heaven, bur 'tis the Inchoa- 


tion thereof, the Dawning of the eternal Day of 


13 and according to our Proficiency there - 
„wie ripen for that celeſtiall State of Life. Th 


4 


But under this Head of Religious Duties, let me 
D 1 5 Par- 
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| particularly recommend to you Prayer, and Self-Ex- a 
| ination. hi 
þ f | Jr 
1 I. Be inſtant in Prayer. Our Lord himſelf gives 

þ you this Advice, Luke xxi. 36. Pray always, that ye C 


| may be accouuted worthy to eſcape all theſe Things that 
* ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of Man. P 
| In which Words, he tells us, what we ſhould do ue 
that we may be accounted worthy to eſcape thoſe 
dreadful Things which ſhall befal the wicked in the 7 


| 

j Day of general Judgment; for to this, our Saviour N 
| has a Reſpect there, as well as to the Deſtruction f 
ö of the wicked Jews, the Type and Shadow of it. 15 


! That ye may ſtand before the Son of Man, that is, D; 
j acquitted and abſolv'd : That ye may ſtand at his 1 

4 Tight Hand among thoſe happy ones, to whom he 1 
0 will ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
j dom prepared for you before the Foundation of the World : 
j That ye may be accounted worthy of this thro? the Re 
Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Prayer is of ** 
ſingular Uſe in our Preparations for this Day, as it 
is a Means of obtaining Aſſiſtance from God in every 
'Duty, Grace to help us in every Time of Need ; | 


—_— yer 


| and alſo a Means of maintaining a religious Warmth to 
| in our Minds, keeping up a Spirit of Piety and De- Fe 
| | votion there, the Flame whereof wou'd be ſoon ex- yo 


— 


tinguiſh'd, without the Breathings of Prayer to fan ent 
it, and keep it in Motion. It is eſpecially a Means Fa 
of cheriſhing Life and Warmth in a Chriſtian's ho! 
Hope and Love. The Experiences which he has of to 
his Acceptance in the Returns of Prayer, inflame anc 
his Love to God, I will love the Lord, fays the anc 
Pſalmiſt, wwho has heard the Voice of my Supplication. full 
And this animates his Hope and Confidence, that he ſwWa 
ſhall obtain Mercy of the Lord, and find Favour * Go 
| | 15 fou 
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his Sight, when he ſtands before his Throne of 
Judgment, 


2. I would recommend to you Self-Examination. 
Conſcience is plac'd in our Boſoms as a vigilant In- 
ſpector, and domeſtick Judge to obſerve our Ways, 
and accordingly to cenſure or approve them; in 
which Work, we ſhou'd be often employ'd. And 
it would be of great Uſe in order to the ſettling of 


our Accounts with Heaven, and keeping them in 
ſome Meaſure ſtreight and even, if at the Concluſion - 


of every Day we wou'd Review our Conduct there- 
in, and wherein we have neglected or faild in our 


Duty, have been overtaken with Sin, would reflect 


upon it with' Shame and Sorrow, and a bitter Re- 
entance, and apply our ſelves to God for Pardon, 


or the Sake of the attoning Blood of Chriſt, that ſo 
no Items of uncancePd Guilt might be found in che 


Records of Conſcience, no Debts to divine Juſtice . 
uncroſsd and undiſcharg'd. In the Uſe of theſe, 
and ſuch like Methods, 1 


6. Be daily endeavouring to clear up your Title 


to Heaven. When this is once done, it will diſpel the 


Fears of Death, diſarm it of its Terrors, prepare 
you to die not only with Peace, but Joy; and to. 
enter inta the eternal World with the Triumphs of 
Faith and Hope. Now the Scripture diredts us, 
how we may obtain a well grounded Satisfaction as 
to our Right to Heaven. In order to a full Aſſur- 


ance of Hope, Heb. vi. 11. we muſt be faithful 
and diligent in every Part of our Duty. 
full Aſſurance of Faith, Heb. x. 22, i. e. A firm Per- 


ſwaſion of our Intereſt in the Favour and Love of 

God, and in the Promiſes of his Covenant, muſt be 

founded upon a Senſe of having our Hearts fprink- 
„ led 


And a 
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led from an evil TE. We muſt make ſuch 


Improvements in Religion, get our Hearts and 


Lives reduc'd to ſuch a Degree of Conformity to 


the Goſpel Standard, that upon our comparing our 


ſelves therewith, we may without Flattery or Pre- 


ſumption conclude our Sincerity and Uprightneſs. 
And herein we ſtand in Need of the Aſſiſtance of 
the divine Spirit; a full Aſſurance of Faith, and 


Hope, ariſing from his witneſſing with our Spirits, 


That we are the Children of God. By which, I ſup- 
777 the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 16. underſtands not on- 
> A Fruits of the Spirit in Believers, which are a 

anding permanent "Teſtimony within them, that 
they are 


tain gracious Agency of the Spirit enabling them to 


perceive, and diſcern the Fruits of his Grace in 


them; and to draw this Concluſion thence, that 


they are the Children of God, and Heirs of 


Heaven. And therefore, when we are endeavour- 


ing by Self-Refleftion and Examination, to prove 
dur Title to the heavenly Inheritance, we ſhould. 
pray to God to enlighten and direct us herein by 


his Spirit, Once more, 


7. We muſt fix our Hopes On the Mercy of 


God thro? Chriſt for Acceptance on this Day. It is 
the Redeemers Merit and Righteouſneſs, that muſt 
attone for our Guilt; be our Apology and De- 
fence againſt all Accuſation and Charges: This 
muſt found our Claim and Title to Heaven, look- 
ing, as St. Jude expreſſeth it, For the Mercy of the 
Lord TFejus Chriſt to eternal Life, (Jude xxi.) 
expecting it as the Purchaſe of his meritorious 
Death, and not as the Acquiſition of any Works: or 
Services of our on; which have no further Influ- 

NE | encè 


e Sons of God, or the Medium or Agree- 
ment from whence they conclude this: But a cer- 
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ence upon our obtaining it, than as they are Decla- 
rative of our Right and Title to it, by virtue of 
God's gracious Promiſes in the Goſpel, for the Sake 
of his beloved Son, who has fullfil'd all Righteouſ- 
neſs for us : They muſt be very ignorant of God, 
and of themſelves, who can think of ſtanding be- 
fore him in the Judgment on any other Bottom. 
Thus I have directed you to the proper Means and 
ethods of Preparation for this Day and Hour, 
ſhall now offer / pap Arguments to perſuade you to 

be always, preparing and making ads for it. 


1. Conſider *tis a Day that will certainly come. 
As to the Day and Hour of Death, the Matter is 
out of Queſtion, The living know that they muſt 
die. And as it Reſpects the Judgment that follows, 
the Scripture is expreſs and full; and uot only ſo, 
but even Reaſon itſelf aſſures us of it by Argu- 
ments taken from the Juſtice of God, the Occono- 
= of Providence in the preſent Diſtribution of 
Things, and the Preſages thereof in the Minds of. 
the Heathens themſelves. The Apoſtle tells us, 
their Conſciences witneſs'd againſt them for ſinning 
againſt their natural Light. Rom. ii. 15. Which 
ſuppoſes, that they had ſome ſecret Hints, ſome ob- 
ſcure Notions of a Judgment and a Wrath to 
come: And therefore fince this Day will certainly 
come, it is of the higheſt Concernment to us to be 
prepared for it. Eſpecially if we conſider, 


g. The Importance of the Day. It is a deciſive Day, 

which our State will be irrevocably determin'd ; 
It will be in vain to cry, Lord! Lord! open unto 
us, when the Door is already ſhut ; and the Door of 
Hope is ſhut upon unprepar'd Sinners as ſoon as 
they enter the Gates of Death. This ſhuts up our 

"6 N Seaſon 
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Seaſon of preparing and doing any Thing for Eter- 
nity, the Night is then come wherein no Man can 
work. As to the Concerns of this Life, if we 
have by our Imprudence brought our ſelves into 
Straits and Difficulties, it is poſſible we may cor- 
rect our Miſcarriages, and redeem our ſelves from 
ſuch Inconveniences: But when this Day is come, 
there will be no rectifying any paſt Errors or Mi- 
ſtakes, our State will then be fixt and immutable for 
ever: Death in the ſame State and Condition in 
which it finds us, will conſign us over to Judgment, 
and Judgment to Happineſs or Miſery, and both 
unalterable. Can therefore any Thing in the World 
be ſo momentous and important to us, as the Iſſues 
of this deciding Day? What Caution then becomes 
us in our Inquiries into the Goodneſs and Safety of 
our Condition, the Reaſon and Foundation of the 
Hope that is in us, and the ſettling the Affairs of 
our Souls, ſince a Miſtake herein will be eternally 
Fatal. Let me inculcate it again, 5 


3. We know not when this Day and Hour 
will come, and therefore we ſhould be always ready; 
it may come whilſt we are ſlumbering and ſleep- 
ing, when we are leaft apprehenſive of the Nearneſs 
of it; the next Day or Hour for any Thing we 
know. And therefore, 


1. This is a loud Warning to careleſs trifling 
Sinners, not to delay any longer their Preparations 
forthis Day. Conſider, Sinners,you cannot be ſure of 
one Moment beyond the prefent Time, *tis not in 
your own Hands, ' tis perfectly at God's Diſpoſal, 
who can when he pleaſes put a Period to it; cauſc 
your Breath to ceaſe from your Noſtrils, whilſt you 
are flattering your ſelves with footiſh Hopes that 


you 


331 

u have many Tears before you; perhaps in the 
eight of this vain Imagination the Command may 
come forth, and Death receives it's Commiſſion to 
ſummon you out of the World: When the rich 
Man was bidding his Soul take it's Eaſe, it was ſaid 
unto him, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall be re— 
ui d from thee. You know not but that this may 
be the Evening of your Day of Trial, and that 
your eternal State may be juſt commencing, there- 
fore Delays muſt be unſpeakably dangerous ; and 
tis no leſs than deſperate Madneſs for any one to 
venture his Soul upon ſuch an abſolute uncertainty 
as future Time; conſider how inexpreſſibly Diſmal 
will be the Caſe of unprepared, unprovided Souls; 
1f Reaſon and Conſcience be awake when Death comes, 
with what Horror will they look back upon their paſt 
Sins, and Forward unto their approaching Account ? 
What Confuſion will they be under? What Storms 
and Tempeſts will be rais'd within them, to think 


that now for the Sake of Dreams, and Shadows, 


petty trifling Intereſts and Pleaſures they muſt be 
ruin'd and undone for ever, and that they have no- 
thing before them now but a Place of Miſery from 
whence there is no Redemption? Or ſuppoſe Con- 
ſcience be ſtupify*d and ſear*d, ſo that they are hurried 
out of the World in a profound Security, how will 
they be blank'd and amazed, when they find them- 
ſelves in the midſt of Flames, enter'd upon an unal- 
terable Scene of Woe and Miſery before they ever 
bethought themſelves ? Into what Agonies of Soul 


will they fall, under ſuch a Surprize ? 


2, This calls upon all of us to take heed that we 
don't intermit our Care, or grow Remiſs in our Pre- 
parations for this Day; to be always upon our 
guard, and watch againſt any Fits of Drowſineſs and 
Inadvertency, 
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Inadvertency, leaſt this Day over take us under the 


Diſadvantages of ſpiritual Deadneſs, Careleſsneſs, 
and Security, an uncomfortable Poſture for Death 
to find us in: Let us always attend with the utmoſt 
Diligence and Circumſpection to the Concern of 
our Souls with the eternal World, be often en- 
gag'd in dying Work, renewing our Repentance and 
Covenant with God, and commiting our ſelves to 


kis Diſpoſal. 


Indeed whilſt we are in theſe Bodies of Fleſh, we 
have the Buſineſs of this World upon our Hands, 


are ſarrounded with ſo many Diverſions and Amuſe- 


ments : And eſpecially whilſt there are Remains of 
Sin in us, it is very difficult to keep our ſelves in a 
waiting, watching Poſture. But.the Difficulty ſhou'd 
only ſerve to increaſe our Care and Diligence, to 

revent an uncomfortable Surprize when ever this 
Day and Hour ſhall come. And as another Induce- 
ment hereto I add in the laſt Place, 


4. Conſider the Comfort and Happineſs of being 
prepar*d and ready at the Appearance of this Day 
and Hour ; with what Safety, Joy and Pleaſure may 
one that is ſo, meet and attend his Lord when he 
comes, receive the Sentence of Death and triumph 
over it, without any of thoſe diſmal foreboding Ap- 

rehenſions, that are ſuch a dreadful Sting to others 
in thoſe Circumſtances ; how calm, ſedate and eaſie 
may he be in his laſt Minutes, with how compos'd 
and chearful a Mind may he take Leave of the pre- 
ſent World, of all his dear Relations, Friends, and 
Atfairs below, commit his Body to the Grave, to ſleep 
there till the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and recom: 
mend his Soul into the Hands of a faithful Saviour, 
fully expecting, and earneſtly longing to be ſoon, 


and 
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World above. 
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aid for ever with his Lord, in the happy, glorious 
Oh the comfortable State of that 
Chriſtian at the Day and Hour of Death, who in 
the Courſe of his paſt Life, wiſely and decently em- 
ploy'd himſelf in making all neceſſary and ſuitable 
Preparation for it! Bleſſed is that Servant whom his 
Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing, Matth. xxiv. 46. 
Which Words all that now hear them, will naturally 
apply to your truly excellent and lately deceas'd Pa- 
ſtor, the Reverend Mr. Bennet, whole Death has gi- 
ven occaſion for this Diſcourſe, and to whoſe dear 
Memory, I can't conclude without payihg ſome Re- 

ard; tho“ I am certain I ſhall omit many valuable 
Parts of his Character, and therefore wou'd not be 
underſtood to attempt a full and perfect Account of 
him ; yet ſomething I wou'd fay, to conveigh a 
faint Idea of ſo great and good a Man, to thoſe 
who did not know him, and to retreſhit in thoſe that 
did. 


As I had no Acquaintance with him in the former 
Part of his Life, nor have at preſent an opportuni- 
ty of informing my ſelf particularly abour it ; all 
I can fay of him then is, that he was born at Hillsbo- 
rough near Market Boſworth in Leiceſterſhire, where a 
dangerous Illnefs he had while young, contributed to 
make the moſt ſerious Impreſſions on him, and be- 
gun that good Work in him, which was afterwards 
ſo happily cultivated and improv'd. The remarkable 
Diſcoveries of his early Piety and Zeal, are remem- 
ber'd there;and ſpoken of with Pleafure and Admira- 
tion by many to this Day: One Inſtance whereof ! 
have been toid, which I think worth Recording. He 
made it his Buſineſs to awaken in other young Perſons 
in the Neighbourhood, a ſerious Concern tor their 

| Souls 
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Souls, and another World; wherein he ſo far fuc- 
ceeded, that he prevail'd in ſeveral to join with him 


often in ſolemn Acts of Devotion, for which Pur- ' 


poſe they us'd often to meet in convenient Retire- 
ments. When it was Time for him to think ol 
ſome Employment, he ſhew'd a Mind intent on 
higher Matters than thoſe of 'T'aade, for which he 
was at firſt deſign'd ; and incourag'd to purſue his 
inclinations, he apply'd himſelf to ſtudy with ſuch 
uncommon Diligence and Succeſs, that in a ſhort 
Time his profiting appear*d to all. He made quick 
and great Proficiency in all the Parts of Learning 
ſubſervient to the ſacred Office he had in View, ſo 
that when he enter'd on the ſolemn Work, he was 
qualified for it beyond many, and always approv*d 
himpelf a Workman that needed not be aſham*d, rightly di- 
viding the Werd of Truth, 2. Tim. ii. 15. 


He firſt exercis'd his Miniſtry at Temple-Hall which 
adjoins to the Place of his Birth, upon the late worthy 
Mr. John Sbeſteild's remove to London; and for ſome 
Time he miniſter'd with great Acceptance there to a 
very ſerious People, till Providence, intending him 
for a higher Sphere, and more publick Service, call'd 
him to Newcaſtle, where he ſucceeded that very valuable 


Perſon Dr. Gilpin, and continued to be eminently 
uſeful to his Death. 


But as ] deſign not an Hiſtorical Account of his 
Lite, only ſomething of his Character, I proceed 
to draw this according as the ſeveral Parts occur to 
my Thoughts. 


His Perſon was of the Jarger Size, but grace- 


ful and agreeable z he had a very comely Aſpect, 
and 


[ 27 ] 

and recommending Countenance. His Behaviour 
was always decently grave, yet upon proper Occaſi- 
ons innocently pleaſant, His Temper was fcdate 
and ſerene, tender, compaſſionate and untverſally Be- 
nevolent. - And as to the Endowments and Qualities 
of his Mind, all that knew him will readily acknow- 
ledge they were far Superiour to thoſe of moſt, He 
had great natural Abilities, a quick Apprehenſion, 
ready Wit, ſolid Judgment, a happy Memory, un- 
daunted Reſolution, and a free commanding Elo- 
cution. His Thoughts were clear, ſtrong and pence 
tfating. He had an excellent Talent at managing 
an Argument, diſplaying and urging it in it's utmoſt 
Force and Strength, and to the greateſt Advan- 
tage: He reaſon'd and diſcours'd upon any Subject 
he took in Hand, as one that had div'd deep into it; 
well digeſted and methodiz'd his Thoughts about it. 
In a Word, taking him in all Reſpects I hardly ever 
knew his equal. 


Conſider him as a Scholar, and he had acquir'd a 
vaſt Treaſure of uſeful Learning both human and 
divine. He was ſingularly acquainted with ancient 


and modern Books, and had a good Collection of 


them, which he did not make for Shew but Uſe ; 


for he was a very cloſe indefatigable Student, ſpent all 
the Time he cou'd redeem for that Purpoſe in dili- 
ent Application, nor cou'd he without Concern ſee 
any Thing that look'd like trifling in others. It 
appcars from his Diary, that notwithſtanding his 
numerous Avacations in the publick Poſt he hlPd, 
he conſtantly devoted fifty, ſome times /ixty Hours a 
Weck to hard ſtudy, which he diftribured among 

the fix Days as beſt ſuited his other Occaſions. 
| E 2 Conſider 
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Conſider him as a Chriſtian, and his Excellences 
were extraordinary and conſpicuous to every Obſerver. 
Few anſwer*d the gloriqusCharacter better, and adorn'd 
it more. He had a true and deep Senſe of Religion 
upon his Mind, was habitually ſerious and devout, and 
went far into tie ſecret and retired Parts of the reli- 
gious Life. I have Reaſon to ſay, his Chriſtian O- 
ratory, wherein you may obſerve much of the no- 
ble Breathings of a pious Soul winging for Heaven, 
was only a tranſcript of his own, and the Rules there 
laid down were copied from his Practice. Witness 
his own Diary, which, tho' wrote in a Character chief. 
ly of his own inventing, yet it is ſo far to be under- 
ſtood as ſerves to ſhew his eminent and very exem- 
plary Piety and Devotion. Several Things might 
be tranſcrib'd thence, peculiarly inſtructing and at- 
fecting; bur I ſhall only take Notice that his Courſe 
was, the firſt Thing he did in the Morning, to 
ſpend an Hour in ſecret Converſe with God 
and his own Soul, in reading the Scriptures, Medi- 
tation and Prayer. And at Night he did the ſame, 
adding then a Review of the Day, and a ſtrict Ac- 
count how he had employ'd every Haur of it: To 
which he commonly ſubjoin'd ſome ſerious and ſuit- 
able Reflections as occaſion requir'd, humbling 
himſelf, adoring the Goodneſs and Grace of God, 
renewing and confirming his facred Purpoſes and 
Reſolutions, exciting himſelf to a greater Uſetull. 
neſs, imploring the divine Conduct, Direction and 
Help, and owning any ſpecial Aſſiſtance receiv'd, 
Sc. It was his Cuſtom too if at Home to retire 
before or after Dinner for a ſhort Prayer, and if A- 
broad, he ſent up an ejaculatory one. Such as this was 
his conſtant Practice; no wonder then if he made grez: 

' Progreſs 


iv'd, 
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ly qualifying him for it. 
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Progreſs in the divine Life, and acquir'd a Temper 
of Mind, holy and heavenly in a high Degree. 


Nor were his ſocjal Vertues leſs conſiderable. I 
ſhall not ſtand to ſpeak of him as a tender at- 
fectionate Relation, a kind and faithful Friend, but 
only mention his remarkable Charity and Zeal to 
do good. He ſeem'd to have no other Regard to 
this World, than as a Sphere of Uſefulneſs; and 
therefore, was always contriving and endeavouring 
to be ſerviceable, which indeed he always emi- 
nently was, either to the publick, or particular Per- 
ſons ; his Prudence, Courage and Zeal, wonderful- 
How generous and chari- 
table he was, many that were reliev'd by him at his 
own great Expence can witneſs: How hoſpitable to 


all, I need not tell, and how Catholick his Principles 
were, is known to every one that knew any Thing 


of him. His Love was not confin'd to any Set or 
Party of Chriſtians. He regarded the Appearances 
of ſincere Religion, more than any diſtinguiſhing 
Names and Characters; and exceedingly valued a 
good Man, and a Man of Integrity, what Denomi- 
nation ſoever he paſs'd under. Con/ider him as a Mi. 
niiter ; and it will be allow'd by all, that his Quali- 
fications for that holy Office, and his Management 
of it were much above the common Rate. They, 
who enjoy*d the Benefit of his Labours ſtatedly or 
occaſionally, knew very well how he excell'd in all 
the Parts of the ſacred Work ; and they were Strangers 
to him indeed, who did not know he was an accom- 
plitl'd Divine, à richly furniſb'd and well inſtructed 
Scribe, of whom it deſerves to be faid, as well as 


of moiſt of the Age, that he was an able Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, 28 


He 
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He was excellent in Prayer, both in the Church 
and in his Family ; always wonderouſly pertinent, co- 
ious and fervent; his Heart evidently dictated his 
Een z he power'd out his Soul in the Duty, 
and ſome times ſcem'd to be in a perfect Rapture; fo 
that ſome of his Brethren have declar'd they have 
one away from hearing him deeply aſham'd, and 

deeply attected. 


He was an incomparable Preacher. His Diſcourſes 
from the Pulpit were always very judicious, and very 
moving; wherein he at once inform'd the Judg- 
ment, and aptly apply'd himſelf to the Aﬀections of 
his Auditors. improv'd the Mind, and impreſs'd the 
Heart. He was happy in the Choice of his Sub- 


jects, which us'd to be the greateſt and moſt impor- 


tant in the Chriſtian Religion, and ſuch as had a di- 
rect Tendency to ſubſerve the glorious Deſigns of 
it. And his Manner of handling them was rational 
clear and lively, he cultivated and improv'd almoſt 
every Thing he conſider'd, and ſeldom preach'd 
what wou'd not well bear the Preſs. His Mat- 
ter was ſolid and weighty and, had commonly ſome 
thing new in it; his Method accurate and natural; 
his Stile exceeding free and ſmooth, polite, ſtrong 
and ſprightly; and his Delivery graceful and folemn ; 
and indeed his whole Deportment in the Pulpit, was 
attended with a Solemnity peculiar to himfelt, that 
cou'd not but awe and affect his Hearers. 


And thus finely qualify*d for Preaching he was ac 


ſiduous in that Work, and took great Delight there- 
in; was ready to preach in Seaſon, and out of Sca- 
ſon, as not only his own People, but all the adjacent 
Congregations knew, Here J beg leave to men- 

TT E tion 
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tion a Paſſage he ſometimes told, and faid, he often 
thought of. Being one Time ſolicited to preach in 
London, Mr. Timothy Rogers who was in Company, 
broke out into ſome ſuch Expreſſions 3; as that, 
Ob preacch, by all means preach, I wowd fain preach 
but cannot ; and what do you know but you may do 


fome Good, which you may never hear of till the Day 


of judgment, 


With what Affection and Enlargement was he 
wont to difpence the ſacred Myſteries, I mean the 
Sacraments of the Chriſtian Religion, particularly 
that of the Lord's Supper every Month. He took 

reat Pains with himſelf to work up his own Heart 
to a ſuitable ſerious Frame, which appear'd in the 
Manner of his Adminiſtration, that was always 
very ſolemn, warm and lively. He ſome times takes 
Notice in his Diary, with Expreſſions of the great- 
eſt Thankfulneſs, how much he had been aſſiſted 
therein, and others generally took Notice of it. 
Many admir'd him exceedingly upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, and thought he even excell'd himſelf. e 


I muſt not omit to take Notice of another Quali- 
fication, obſervable in this excellent Perſon as a 
Miniſter; I mean his Prudence, and Conduct, his 


Tenderneſs, and Reſolution in the Exerciſe of Diſ- 


. and Government. As he ruled well his own 
ouſe, he knew how to rule the Church of God, 
and behave himſelf wiſely in it. Many remember 
with affectionate Reſpect, how admirable and mov- 
ing, how wiſe, faithful, and exemplary his Manage- 
ment was, in Inſtances to this Purpoſe. 


Nor 


[32 ] 

Nor ſhou'd it bs forgotten, that beſides his ſtated 2 
Miniſterial Seiyices, he very frequently obſerv'd f 
Days of Faſting and Prayer. I might have hinted t 
from his Diary, that he often kept ſuch in ſe- ; 
cret, but I refer here to thoſe he ſolemniz'd ſome + 
times more privately in his own Houſe with the Mem- ü 
bers of his Church, and ſome times more publickly 
in the Congregation; and *tis well known how often 
he mov'd for the keeping of ſuch Days, by other 
Miniſters and their People, 


Thenaming other Miniſters and their People, reminds 
me how much he was, one T'ime and one Way or other, 
i concern'd for almoſt all the Churches in theſe Nor- 
"lt thern Parts of Erng/and, and how very naturally he 
14 cared for their State. He was uſually apply'd to in 
their Exigencies, and readily aſſiſted them, not on- 
ly with the beſt and moſt faithful Advice, but other 


5 wile as their Occaſions wanted. It cannot be won- 
194 der'd at then, if he ſome times undertook an ungrate- 
[4 ful Office, nor if his Services were not always 1o wel! 
In receiv'd, as they deſerv'd to have been: But it has 
[i been obſerv*d very juſtly, that they who took Mex- 
1 ſures contrary to thoſe which he approv'd, common- 


ly ſaw Reaſon to acknowledge their Miſtake. 


As to his more extenſive Uſefullneſs by the Writ. 
140 ings which he has publiſh'd, I ſhall ſay little, bein, 
ſarisfy'd they ſpeak his Praiſe, and their own lufli- 
fl ciently. He has given therein a Taſte of his Kxcel- 
cencies as a Chriſtian, a Scholar, a Miniſter, a Pro- 
teſtant, and a Britton. How much more, and grea- 
ter Things might have been expected from him, i- 


God had been pleas'd to ſpare Mis valuable Lit.. 
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[ 25 ] | 
and not to have depriv'd us of him, when molt (a) ripe 
for eminent Service? However, as it is, I hope ſome 
of his Remains will ſee the Light, which I don't queſt- 
ion will appear not unworthy of him, tho' they 
muſt want be finiſhing Hand, and ſome of the Beau- 
tics that he wou'd have given them. 


TI ſhall not dwell long upon the Circumſtances 
bf his Death, tho' ſeveral Things worth mentioning 
occur'd in his ſhort Illneſs. But I cannot forbear 
obſerving, that he fet a remarkable Example 
of happy dying, as well as of holy living. No- 
thing deſerves to be more admir'd and coveted, 
than the compos'd eaſie chearful Frame, with which 


he met his Diffolution. When the cruel (þ) Di— 


ſtemper firſt ſeiz'd him, it was with ſo much 
violence, as to leave but little Room to look 
for his Recovery, and he profeſs'd with an 
Air of great Satisfaction, that he was at the 
fame Time ſd with the Hopes of having 
got his Diſcharge, as he expreſt it. Death, 
(aid he) is no more to me than it is for a weary Tra- 
veller after a hard Day's Journey, to undreſs and go 
to Bed. Some Conſiderations, I confeſs might 
| neg my Stay in the World a while, but they 
cannot prevail with me to deſire to live; I only de- 
fire, if Providence ſeems fit to continue me, that J 
may ſubmit. At another T'tme, he declar'd he had 
not one uneaſy Thought about himſelf: Death is no 
awful Thing to me, (ſaid he) but will be a happy 


Remove to the Church above, where I have long 


been deſirous to be. He told his own Son-in Law, 
Who attended him as Phyſician, and deſir'd Leave 


* 


2 Wy 


(4) He was about 52 when he died. (2) A Fever. 
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to call in other Aſſiſtance, he was willing he 
ſhou'd uſe what Means he apprehended neceſſary; 
but then added, Doctor, I ſhall pray againſt you. 
Many other ſuch Expreſſions are remember*d, but 
I ſhall only take Notice here, that he deſign'd to 
have left behind) him a ſol-mn Teſtimony to the 
great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, but found 
himſelf unable to dictate what he had a Mind to 
fay ; he was ſo infeebled, and his Spirits fo weaken'd 
by the Severity of his Diſeaſe ; of which it may be 
eaſie to conceive, ſince it attack*d him on Saturday, 
and carried him off carly on Thur/day Morning at- 
ter. But in this it was favourable to him, that he 
was perfectly ſenſible to the laſt, and then died, no! 
only with Peace and Comfort in his own Mind, bur 
almoſt without a Struggle or a Groan. 


Thus this burning and ſhining Light, I don't ſay 
was extinguiſh'd, but diſappear'd and was taken up 
to ſhine in a higher brighter Orb. Thus this good 
and faithful Servant was diſmiſs'd from his Work be 
low, and tranſplanted to be employ'd in the nobler 
Services of the Heavenly Temple, leaving us to 
mourn and lament our Loſs. 


And a Loſs it is, a publick and general Loſs. 
There are not many like minded: The World has 
one great and good Man leſs than it had; Piety and 
Religion, one hearty active Friend, and Wellwiſhcr 
fewer. 


*Tis a Loſs more eſpecially to his Brethren in 
the Miniſtry, whoſe Number is not only leſſen'd, 
but their Hands very much weakned by his Remove, 
having loſt one chat was not only an eminent Fel 

low 


- . 15 


Which was his Paſtoral Charge. 


BE. 


low. Worker with them, but an Ornament to his 
Order. | | 


Above all, his mournful Relations have ſuſtained 
a moſt heavy Lols, bur let it alleviate their Griet, 


to think how unſpeakably it is his Gain; he is on- 


ly gone to receive his Crown, to reap the glor!- 
ous Fruits of his pious uſeful Lite. J/herefore 
comfort your ſelves, and one another with theſe 
Things; and fince nothing here below can fully 
Repair, and make up the Loſs to you, have Re- 
courſe to that God who can do it effectually, and 
ſupport you under it. 


And I add, 'tis a grievous Loſs to this Church, 
I am ſenfible what 
a Stroke you have receiv'd, and muſt remind you, 
that his excellent Miniſtry which you have enjoy'd 


fo long, was a precious Talent put into your 


Hands, for which you muſt Account. The Pains 
he has taken among you will be a ſwiſt Witneſs 
againſt you, if the great Ends of a Goſpel Miniſtry 
be not obtain'd upon you. But I cannot doubt 
there are here many. Seals of his. On which Ac- 
count, as well as on many others, I hope 1t will ne- 
ver be forgot while this Generation laſts, that there 
was ſuch a Man as the Reverend Mr. Bennet at News- 
caſtle, Remember how holily and unblamably he 
behav'd himſelf among you, and be ye Followers 


wof him, cohs now through Faith and Patience is 


inberiling the Promiſes, He is gone, and you mult 


which I wou'd recommend unto you all, Read 


fee his Face, muſt hear his Voice no more in this 
Aſſembly, but yet tho' he's dead, he ſtill ſpeaks ; 
{peaks particular to you in his Chriſtian Oratory, 
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to call in other Aſſiſtance, that he was willing he 
ſhou'd uſe what Means he apprehended neceſſary; 
but then added, Doctor, I ſhall pray againſt you. 
Many other ſuch Expreſſions are remember*d, but 
I ſhall only take Notice here, that he de ſign'd to 
have left behind him a ſolemn Teſtimony to the 
great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, but found 
himſelf unable to dictate what he had a Mind to 
ſay; he was ſo infeebled, and his Spirits ſo weaken'd 
by the Severity of his Diſeaſe ; of which it may be 
caſte to conceive, fince it attack'd him on Saturday, 
and carried him off carly on Thur/day Morning at- 
ter. But in this it was favourable to him, that he 
was perfectly ſenſible to the laſt, and then died, no! 
only with Peace and Comfort in his own Mind, bu: 
almoſt without a Struggle or a Groan. 


Thus this burning and ſhining Light, I don't ſay 
was extinguifh'd, but diſappear'd and was taken up 
to ſhine in a higher brighter Orb. Thus this good 
and faithful Servant was diſmiſs'd from his Work be 
low, and tranſplanted to be employ'd in the nobler 
Services of the Heavenly Temple, leaving us to 
mourn and lament our Lols. | 


And a Loſs it is, a publick and general Loſs 
There are not many like minded: The World has 
one great and good Man leſs than it had; Piety and 
Religion, one hearty active Friend, and Wellwiſhcr 
fewer. 


Tis a Loſs more eſpecially to his Brethren in 
the Miniſtry, whoſe Number is not only leſſen'd, 
but their Hands very much weakned by his Remove, 


having loſt one chat was not only an eminent Fel 
low 
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Jow-Worker with them, but an Ornament to his 
Order. oy 


Above all, his mournful Relations have ſuſtained 
a moſt heavy Lols, but let it alleviate their Grief, 


to think how unſpeakably it is his Gain; he is on- 


ly gone to receive his Crown, to reap the glor!- 
ous Fruits of his pious uſeful Life. JWherefore 
comfort your ſelves, and one another with theſ> 
Things; and ſince nothing here below can fully 
Repair, and make up the Loſs to you, have Re- 
courſe to that God who can do it effectually, and 
ſupport you under it. 


And I add, *tis a grievous Loſs to this Church, 
which was his Paſtoral Charge. I am ſenfible what 
a Stroke you have receiv'd, and muſt remind you, 
that his excellent Miniſtry which you have enjoy*d 
fo long, was a precious Talent put into your 
Hands, for which you muſt Account. The Pains 
he has taken among you will be a ſwiſt Witneſs 
againſt you, if the great Ends of a Goſpel Miniſtry 
be not obtain'd upon you. But I cannot doubt 
there are here many Seals of his. On which Ac- 
count, as well as on many others, I hope it will ne- 
ver be forgot while this Generation laſts, that there 
was ſuch a Man as the Reverend Mr. Bennet at News- 
caſtle. Remember how holily and unblamably he 
behav'd himſelf among you, and be ye Pollowers 
of him, who now through Faith and Patience is 
inberiling the Promiſes, He is gone, and you mult 
ſee his Face, muſt hear his Voice no more in this 


Aſſembly, but yet rho? he's dead, he itill ſpeaks ; 


{peaks particular to you in his Chriſtian Oratory, 
which I wou'd recommend unto you all, Read 


N Wn. 


(25 ) 


„ and converſe much with it, with a View to form tying 


your own Practice, and 1t will lead you unto an Bill 
Acquaintance with vital Chriſtianity, and the Plea- the ſ. 
ſures or 1t. God. 

| build 


You have now a critical Caſe before you, which and i 
| cannot be happily manag*d without great Wiſdom Hear 
19 f and Prudence. Your Concern will be to get this cere 
I ſad Breach made up, and hard Pm afraid youl find * 
wi it, to ſettle ſo agreeably. But wait on God in the 
Fl Uſe of proper Means, and earneſtly beg of him in 
ſome competent Meaſure to fill the Pulpit again, 
pray that he wou'd direct you to take due Steps in 
5 that weighty Matter, Importunately intreat the great 
"Ut Shepherd of his Sheep, to hear, Pity, and Supply 
| you 3 and in the mean while keep cloſe to God and 
Duty, and to one another in Love and Unity. I 
earneitly exho.t you, to keep the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace, divide not in ſo great 
an Affair as heth before yqu, and then you may 
hope, that God will in due Time give you ano- 
ther Miniiter, who ſhall carry on his Work among 
you. « Only do you pray for the Reinnant that 1s 
*t left, that ſince our Fathers and Brethren are taken 
4 (a) faſt up, their Mantles may be left behind, their 
. Piety, Zeal, and Miniſterial Qualifications may be 
is tranſmitted to Survivers. And in our Turn, we 
14 earneſtly deſire and Pray, that you may be under 
| the divine Care and Conduct, that tho' God is emp- 
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(2) In the Space of three Years, ſeveral Miniſters have died in ” » 
the Neighbourhood of Nerocaſſle, and in it; as Mr. Turnbull of * 
North Shieid's, Mr. Stiry of Greenſiae, Mr. Wilſn of Sunderland, 

Mr. Sted&art Senior at NMervcaſele, Mr, Stoahart Junior at $94 

6-1elas, and now Mr. Bennet. 
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gying it from one Veſſel to another, you muy 


Fill enjoy the precious Treaſure which is always 


the ſame. I heartily commend you, my Brethren to 
God, and the Word of his Grace, that is able to 
build you up. The Lord direct you in your Choice, 
and ſettle you again under a Paſtor after his own 
Heart, that this Church may ſtill ' flouriſh, and ſin- 
cere Chriſtianity reign in every Member of it, 
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Everal Diſcourſes againſt Popery, viz, 
The Human Doctrines. 
The Idolatrous Worſhip. 
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The State of the Reformation under K. Henry VIII 
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Relation of all the Plots and Conſpiracies of . 
7 and others, againſt the Reformation and Civ! 

iberties of the Land: Some ſhort Memoirs o 
the Civil War in King Charles the Firſt's Time 


and a diſtinct Anſwer to the Queſtion, Who cut 0] 
the King's Head ? 


A De. 


1 


A a 
YL O!\ 


3 in Six Sermons, 


= A Defence of the Memorial of the Reformati- 
on, againſt the Exceptions of Presbyterian Preju- 
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to the Authors and Abetters of the 171/þ Maſſacre. 
A Vindication of Mr. Baxter and others, with Re- 
ference to the Story of the Marquis of Antrim, 
againſt the Accuſations of Mr. Thomas Cart of the 
Bath, in his Jriſo Maſſacre let in a clear Light. 
And a Detection of the Forgeries publiſh'd 
Dr. Hollingworth, concerning Mr. Henderſon's Re- 
cantation, and the Character of King Charles on 
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Ihe Chriſtian Oratory : Or, the Devotion of 
the Cloſet Diſplay'd. Theſe by the Reverend 
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I. A Diſcourſe of the Nature and Uſe of Mi- 
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II. An Anſwer to a late Book, entitled, 4 Di 
courſe of the Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian 
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The proſperous State of the Chriſtian Intereſt be- 
fore the End of Time, by a plentiful Effuſion of the 
Holy Spirit; Conſider'd in Fifteen Sermons on 
el. 39. 29. Publiſh'd by the Reverend Mr. Jobn 


Vas, 


The Obligation from Nature and Revelation, to 
Family Religion and Worſhip, Repreſented and 
Publithed by the Reverend 


Mr. John Evans, 
444 
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ment, with a literal Commentary on all the diffi | 
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v. 25. Publiſh'd by the Reverend Mr. W. Harris. 
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One Hundred and Ninety Sermons on the Hun 
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With a eompleat Alphabetical Table. The Second I 
Edition, very much Corrected. To which are pr 
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